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Learning levels at
all-time low: Report

Half Of Class | Pupils Can’t Read In Any Language

Himanshi Dhawan | Tnn

New Delhi: Putting a ques-
tion mark on government pol-
icies and the implementation
of Rightto Education Act, the
Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) 2012 has found
that learninglevels havedipp-
ed to an all-time low. So, almo-
st half the 6-7 year-olds (Class
I) in India cannot read even
oneletter in any language, ov-
er 57% cannot read any Eng-
lish while almost 40% cannot
recognize numbers between 1
and 9, thereportsaid.

According to the report,
12.8% children between Class
Iand V could notread asingle
letter while 10.7% could not
recognize numbers1to9. The
number of children in Class V
who could read Class II text
fellfrom53.7% in2010t046.8%
in2012.In 2010, seven outof 10
children could solveatwo-dig-
it subtraction problem with
borrowing. This has come do-
wn tofive out of 10in 2012.

Scathinginhisindictment
of government policy, Prath-
am Education Foundation
CEOQO-President Madhav Chav-
an said, “RTE has become the
right to schooling and not to
learning and education.

“The way RTE has been
structured, the continuous
comprehensive  evaluation
hasled to neglect of learning.
The ASER2012reporthasalot
of compelling information to
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Enrolment in private schools (Class I-V) for rural India has seen

an increase in most states, except Andhra Pradesh
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persuade people that we are
looking at a deepening crisis
ineducation thatislikeanun-
seenand quietkiller disease.”

Pointingto what he descri-
bed as an “alarming degener-
ation”, the report said that in
2008, the proportion of child-
ren in ClassIII who could read

- a Class I text was under 50%

which has dipped to nearly
30%. A child in ClassIIThas to
learn a two-digit subtraction
buttheproportionof children
in government schools who
can even recognize numbers
up to 100 correctly has drop-

ped from 70% to about 50%
since RTE was introduced.

Disputing the government
report on education for 2010-
11, Chavan claimed that pri-
vate school education was not
great and socio-economic-ed-
ucational background of chil-
dren’s families, parental aspi-
rations and additional sup-
port for learning contributed
totheir better performance.

The ASER report also as-
serted that for the money
spent by families on private
schooling, they deserved bet-
ter education.



